FIRST REPORT 



THE ECCLESIASTICAL COMMISSIONERS 

tlNDKU 

Tlic Act 3 ft >1 \V. I V. relating to the Temporalities of the Church 
in Ireland, dated 9th August 1834. 



TO HIS EXCELLENCY RICHARD MARQUESS WELLESLEY, LORD LIEUTENANT 
CiENKUAL AND GENERAL GOVERNOR OF IRELAND. 

\VK, the Commissioners constituted and appointed under and by virtue of 
an Act of the Third and Fourth William XV. Chapter 37, intituled “ An Act 
“ t.n idler and amend the Laws relating to the Temporalities of the Church in 
“ Ireland,” wherein it is enacted, that the Lord Primate of all Ireland, the 
Lord High Chancellor of Ireland, being a Member of the United Church of 
England and Ireland, the Lord Archbishop of Dublin, the Lord Chief Justice 
of Ireland, being a Member of the United Church of England and Ireland, 
all now and hereafter for the Time being, and also such Four of the Arch- 
bishops or Bishops of Ireland as shall be appointed from Time to Time by 
His Majesty in Council for the Time being, by Warrant under the Sign 
Manual, together with Three proper and discreet Persons, being Members of 
lire United Church of England and Ireland, Two of whom to be appointed 
from Time to Time by Uis Majesty ill Council, by Warrant under the Sign 
Manual, ami the other to be appointed from Tunc to Tunc by the saul Lord 
Primate and Lord Archbishop of Dublin for the Time being, by Writing 
under their respective Hands and Seals, shall be One Body Politic and Cor- 
porate, by the Name of “The Ecclesiastical Commissioners for Ireland; 
provided always, that the said Lord Chancellor, the Lord Chief Justice, 
and said Three other Commissioners respectively, and their Successors tor 
ever, do and shall, before acting under said Commission, and at the Hirst 
Meeting they shall respectively attend, subscribe m the Book of the Minutes 
of the Proceedings of said Commissioners a Declaration m the Words therein 

“Suw leave to report to Your Excellency, that, at the First Meeting of the 
Comimssumers, held on Tuesday the 24th Day of September 1833 the Lord 
Primate the Lord Chancellor, the Archbishop of Dublin, and the Loi d Chief 
I 1 i t be iLMiresent there was read His Majesty’s Warrant, bearing Date at 
St. James’s the 1 1 tli Day of September 1833, in the ^ 0ul , t f 1 .T e “ 0 ^! ^j^the 
Rei.rn appointing the Most Reverend Richard Archbishop of Cashel , the 
Right’RoveremK Richard Bishop of Derry, Edmond Bishop of Killaloe and 

at Sic, 

'..'in,™™ * ■'« 
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or Governors of Ireland for the Time being, under their Hands and Seals, an 
Account of their Proceedings, and of all their Receipts and Disbursements, for 
the Year preceding, distinguishing the specific Sources, and the Amount 
thereof, from which all Monies may have been derived, and the specific Pur- 
poses to which the same have been applied ; and further enacting, that all 
Matters and Things, save as therein excepted, which the Commissioners are 
authorized or required to do and perform, shall and maybe done and performed 
by any Three of them assembled for such Purpose at a Meeting whereof due 
Notice shall have been given to all of them; — We, the Commissioners con- 
stituted and appointed as aforesaid, whose Hands and Seal are hereunto 
annexed, do beg leave to report to your Excellency the several Proceedings 
of the Commissioners from the Opening of the Commission, on the 24th Day of 
September 1833, to the 1st Day of August 1834. 

For the Purpose of carrying into execution the several Duties and Trusts 
reposed in the Commissioners by the said Act, they proceeded, under the Powers 
vested in them, to take into consideration the Appointment of a Secretary, 
Treasurer, and other subordinate Officers ; and accordingly appointed James 
Wilson Clerk D. D. to be Secretary, and Isaac D'Olier LL. D. to be 
Treasurer, with such subordinate Officers as they in their Discretion considered 
necessary for the Execution of the Duties confided in them. 

All Monies which were in the Possession or at the Disposal of the la,te 
Trustees and Commissioners of First Fruits, or of any of their Officers, at 
the Time of the passing of said Act, were transferred to and vested in the 
Ecclesiastical Commissioners and their Successors for ever, subject however to 
all Grants and subsisting Contracts previously made by the said Trustees. 

The Monies so transferred consisted, in the first place, of Funded Property 
in the New Three and a Half per Cent. Government Stock, amounting 
to .*£34,000. 

Secondly, Of a Cash Balance in Bank, to the Credit of the General Fund of 
that Board, amounting to .*£2,322 18s. 3 \d. 

Thirdly, Of Government Old Three and a Half per Cent. Stock, to the 
Credit of the Augmentation Fund, entitled “ Primate Boulter’s,” amounting 
to .§£30,500. 

Fourthly, Of Bank Stock, to the Credit of said Augmentation Fund, 
amounting to i£38,700. 

And Fifthly, Of a Cash Balance, to the Credit of the aforesaid Augmentation 
Fund, amounting to .*£2,942 2s. 4 d. 

But of these Monies, no Part, with the Exception of the Cash Balance to the 
Credit of the General Fund of that Board, amounting to .*£2,322 18s. S^d., could 
be considered in any way available to the Purposes of the Act, in as much as 
all their Funded Property was actually under Engagements. 

The Funded Property in the New Three and a Half per Cent. Stock has 
been reduced by the Sale of Seven thousand Pounds, to the 1st of August 
instant, which became necessary in order to meet the Contracts entered into 
by the Trustees of First Fruits, thereby leaving an appropriated Balance in 
Stock to the Amount of Twenty-seven thousand Pounds, .*£27,000. And, as 
regards the Interest, Dividends, and Proceeds arising from the Properties and 
Funds respectively bequeathed by Primates Boulter and Robinson, the Appli- 
cation of these is limited and reserved by the Act to the Purposes to which 
they had been theretofore applied, and none other ; namely, the Purchase of 
Glebes, and the Augmentation of Poor Livings in Ireland. 

Exclusive of the Funded Property of the late Trustees and Commissioners 
of First Fruits, so transferred as aforesaid, there were, at the Time of the 
passing of the Act, certain other Monies outstanding and due to the Trustees, 
which were also transferred and vested in the Ecclesiastical Commissioners, 
and were available and applicable to the Purposes of the Act. These con- 
sisted, in the first place, of Monies due and payable by Spiritual Persons, 
under the Name and Denomination of First Fruits and Arrears thereof; 
secondly, of Monies theretofore lent for the Building or Improvement ofGlebe 
Houses and Offices, repayable by annual Instalments; and thirdly, of Monies 
theretofore lent for the Purpose of building, enlarging, or repairing the Church 
or Chapel of any Parish, which had been levied and collected previously to the 
passing of the Act. 

With 
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With respect to the First Fruits it appears that this Revenue had been 
granted by the Crown to Trustees and Commissioners for the Buildtae and 
Rc’juu of Churches, and for the Purchase ofGlebesand Impropriations so that 
viulo its Appropriation was vested in the Trustees of First KsheCol 

lection and Receipt of the Revenue were alwavs n ’ . 0 , 

'r'd c r°- ?** the 

I nuts , and as the Chuich .temporalities Act directs that nil Sm™ 



T) .. , , „ . . v ,, 6 tvcu or mentioned in any Act of 

Ruhamcnt shall continue m full Force and Effect, the Ecclesiastical Com- 
missioners were advised to apply to your Excellency, requesting that a Patent 
might be granted to the .treasurer of their Board, so as to invest him with the 



T. , • 1 ^ ° , i i , mik iuicam ui rust X’ nuts 

J e ? s l,ttvl "« 1>een m : ulc l) y the late Patentees and Receivers thereof 
amounting to £ 3,538 1 . 9 . (\d the necessary Steps were taken for the Recovery 
, ® amc » * l,u * ^ appears that of this {Sum there has been received, to the 1st 
of August instant, £695 Os. 11U, thereby leaving a Balance still outstanding 
on this Account o t' £2,313 Os. Ok/. It is here necessary to remark, that the 
above-mentioned Arrears were for the most Part of considerable standing and 
that no more than a Sum of £1,065 13s. 3d. had accrued due within the Four 
Years preceding the passing of the Church Temporalities Act ; and of the 
Balance still outstanding the present Patentee reports that the Sum of 
C>s. 3d. may he considered as lost, the Parties indebted in this Amount 
being dead or supposed to have left the Country ; and that he expects the 
Remainder may be gradually collected in, when the Clergy are placed in a 
Situation to enable them effectually to collect their Incomes ; the Want of 
Means has been the general Reason assigned by the Clergy, at present, for not 
satisfying this Demand when applied to. 

Of the annual Instalments due on account of Monies lent by the Trustees 
of First Fruits for building and improving Glebe Houses and Offices, it 
appeared that there was outstanding the Sum of £12,623 13s. 7 d.\ and 
Measures having been taken by the Commissioners for the Collection of same, 
a Sum to the Amount of £04,114 Tl.v. 4<d. has been received to the 1st Instant 
on this Account. And with respect to the Instalments due by Parishes on 
account of Monies lent by the said Trustees for building, enlarging, or repair- 
ing ( {(lurches, it is to he observed, that, although all Sums of Money which had 
been advanced for such Purposes, and remained unpaid, are remitted and 
discharged from and after the Commencement of the Act, yet the Commis- 
sioners found that various Sums of Money had been previously levied on 
account of such Instalments, and wore lying in the I-Ian ds of Churchwardens 
and other Persons unaccounted for; and as the Trustees of First Fruits would 
have been empowered to sue for and recover the same, the Commissioners, who 
arc now invested with the like Powers, proceeded to take Measures for the 
Recovery of the Amount of Instalments so levied and unaccounted for, of 
which there has been received, to the 1st Instant, the Sum of 1,645 9s. 5d., 
and legal Proceedings are now in progress for the Recovery of any Monies 
still outstanding 011 this Account. 

The other Sources of available Revenue, to the 1st of August, arose from 
the temporal Profits and Emoluments which had accrued due in respect to 
the See of Waterford since the Death of the late Bishop ; the annual Sum of 
£4i,l60 payable by the present Bishop of Derry out of the Revenues of that 
Bishoprick ; and the Perpetuity Purchase Fund. 

From the First of these Sources there has been received a gross Sum of 
£3,5*1 7 2s. Id . ; of the annual Sum payable by the Bishop of Derry the Com- 
missioners are in daily Expectation of the Payment of the First Moiety ; and 
of the Perpetuity Purchase Fund, the gross Amount of Money lodged in 
the Bank on this Account is £2,365 Os. 2d.-, which Sums, in addition to 
some others of a miscellaneous Nature, as detailed in the Account hereunto 
annexed, make the Total Income of the available Revenue of the Ecclesias- 
tical Commissioners, to the 1st of August instant, amount to the Sum of 
£15,352 lS,y. 2d., including the Cash Balance of the late Board of First Fruits. 



1 13. 
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The Purposes to which the Proceeds of all Monies are applicable by the 
Act save and except those arising from Boulter’s and Robinson’s Bequests, 
are ’the providing Things necessary for the Celebration of Divine Service as 
required and authorized by any Rubric or Canon in force in England or Ireland ; 
tlie Payment of Parish Clerks’ and Sextons’ Salaries, and of all Monies hereto- 
fore provided, by Vestry or other Assessment, for the Maintenance of any 
Curate, Lecturer, Clerk, or other Assistant in the Celebration of Divine 
Worship, under and by virtue of any Law, Statute, or Custom ; the defraying 
the Expenses of building, rebuilding, or repairing any Church or Chapel, or of 
fencing or maintaining any Churchyard, such as have been theretofore de- 
frayed D byVestrv Assessments in Ireland ; and the contributing to the Repairs 
of Churches being both Parochial and Cathedral, and to the Expenses of the 
Matters required for the Celebration of Divine Service within them, as afore- 
said, in the Proportions agreed on between the Dean and Chapter and the 
Protestant Inhabitants of any.Parish or Place. 

It is unnecessary here to refer to the other Purposes to which the Revenues 
arising under the Act are applicable, inasmuch as it is specially provided that 
such further Application of the Funds can only be made in case of any Surplus 
or Balance remaining in the Plands of the Commissioners after due Provision 
shall have been made for the several Objects and Purposes before mentioned ; 
and there is no such Surplus or Balance at present at the Disposal of the Com- 
missioners. 

One of the First Objects to which the Commissioners directed their Atten- 
tion was the Estimate which the Incumbent of each Parish is required to 
furnish of the Monies necessary for ordinary Repairs and providing Things 
requisite for the Celebration of Divine Service in each Church or Chapel for 
the ensuing Year, certified and approved of by tlie Rural Dean and Ordinary, 
in the Manner by said Act directed. At the Time, however, when the 
Church Temporalities Act came into operation, it appeared that the Vestry 
Cess, commencing at Easter 1S33, was in arrear and unpaid, except in a very 
few Parishes, and that the Act contained no Provision to meet the Purposes 
for which that Cess was made, although it declares that all Rates and Assess- 
ments for any Church Purpose, and all Proceedings for the Levy thereof, 
should wholly cease and determine from and after its Commencement. The 
Commissioners therefore undertook, at the Instance ot His Majesty s Govern- 
ment, as well to inquire into and ascertain, as to discharge, the Monies which 
had been voted at tlie preceding Easter Vestries for exclusively Church Pur- 
poses, as soon as Funds should he placed at their Disposal by Government for 
tlie Purpose. Forms of Return were accordingly prepared and circulated 
among the Clergy, and duo Care taken that no. greater Sum should be allowed 
for atty Item than what had usually been assessed for the same in the Three 
Years preceding, unless sufficient Reasons were given to justify a Departure 
from this Principle. .... 

Tlie Monies which have been advanced by Governnmnt for discharging 
these Arrears of Vestry Cess amount to j£46,000 ; of which Sum there 
remains at this Date ^10,009 6s. 2d. unexpended ; and it is conceived that 
this Balance may be sufficient to meet the Claims still under Investigation, 
arising out of Vestry Cesses made at Easter 1833, and of the Arrears of 1832 
and 1831. 

With the view of imposing the yearly Tax or Rate to which all Promotions 
Spiritual becoming void alter the passing of the Act are subjected, the Com- 
missioners required, in conformity with the Provisions of the said Act, every 
Spiritual Corporation Sole of whatever Denomination, and every Spiritual 
Corporation Aggregate, and tlie Members thereof, to make a Return of the 
true and entire yearly Value of their Spiritual Promotions, and of the Lands, 
Tenements, and Profits thereto respectively belonging, and of all Rents, 
Synodals, Proxies, and other Charges which each Person is bound to pay, in 
order that the latter may be deducted, and the Amount of Tax computed 
according to the Rates and Scales specified, as the several Benefices shall 
become vacant. And with the view of ascertaining every such Vacancy as it 
occurs, the Archbishops and Bishops have been required, as directed by the 
Act, to make half-yearly Returns of all Promotions within their respective 
Dioceses, on the 1st of November 1SS3 and 1st of May 1834, and by these 
Returns it appears, that from, the Time of the passing of the Act to the 

11 1st 
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Isf; of May last Two Bishopricks and Fifty Benefices have become vacant 
of \v hu h Benefices there are only Thirteen subject to the Tax, the Value of 
each of the lciniiimng Benefices not exceeding in Amount ^300 a Year 
after allowing the Deductions specified in the Act. But We have to observe’ 
that no Revenue lias been received, or could reasonably be expected from 
this Source of Income, to the 1st. Instant, for, although the Tax becomes na^ 

i ! ’ nl!’!nt t > U p * ' 0 ,: T:iniia , ly ;" Kl ls . t ■ Tl >*y next after the Return of eaclfln- 
ciiiiiliciit s 1 loniotiou, the Commissioners are empowered by the 24th Section 
ol the Act to extern! tiio lime of Payment in case it shall appear to their Satis- 
faction dial the 1 cram c mrgcahle therewith shall not have received the Profits 
ol his Benefice ; and as the 1 itho Composition Rents will not become payable 
1“’."' l ' r , ,c I st oi November in the present Year, the Commissioners con- 
ceived that the I owers vested ill them by the Act under this Provision would 
be duly exercised in extending the Time of Payment until after the Period 
referred to. 



By the Translation of the late Bishop of Killaloe and Kilfenora to the united 
iSces ol launcrick, Ardfort, and Aghacloe, which became vacant by Death, the 
Bisliopncks of Clonfert and Kilmacdnagh became united, by virtue of the Act, 
to (hose of Killaloe and Kilfenora, and the Bishop ofClonfert, without further 
Grant or Ceremony, became entitled to the Temporalities of the Sees of 
Killaloe and Kilfenora, so that the Revenues of those ofClonfert and Kilmac- 
duagli vested in this Board; and, in consequence of the subsequent Decease 
of the late Bishop of Killalla, the Temporalities of the united Sees of Killalla 
and Adi on ry have become, by virtue of the Act, also vested in the Ecclesiastical 
Commissioners ; but with the Exception of a small Sum, to the Amount of 
;P()0, received from the Sec Estate of Clonfert, we have not as yet received, nor 
could we reasonably expect, any available Revenue to arise from these Sources 
to the 1st of August instant. 

Under and by virtue of the Provision in the Act whereby the Commissioners 
are empowered, by and with the Consent of your Excellency, testified in 
Writing, to demise the See Houses and Offices, and all or any Part of the 
Mensal or Demesne Lands of Bishopricks the Temporalities of which are 
vested in the Commissioners, as they become vacant, Proceedings have been 
taken, by means of competent, and professional Persons appointed for the 
Purpose, to ascertain by .Survey the Value of the Mensal or Demesne Lands 
attached to the .See Houses of Waterford, Clonfert, and Killalla respectively. 

It appearing in the Case of Clonfert that the See House of Killaloe was to 
be the future Residence of the continuing Bishop of the united Sees of 
Killaloe and Clonfert, and, in the Case of Killalla, that the Archbishop of Tuam 
had declined to elect the See House of Killalla to be the future See House of 
the united Bishopricks of Tuam and Killalla, the Commissioners directed that 
the Houses, Offices, and Demesne Lands of Clonfert and Killalla should be 
advertised for Sale, and the Proposals made by the several Parties are now 
under Consideration ; but, as regards the .Sec House and Demesne of Water- 
lord, legal and unexpected Difficulties have arisen and still lie in the Way of 
enabling the Archbishop of Cashel to declare whether or not it is his Intention 
to elect the .See House at Waterford to bo the future See Plouse of the united 
Bishopricks of Cashel and Waterford. 

The Commissioners, however, hope that these Difficulties will soon be 
removed ; and no Loss has accrued by such Election not having been made, as 
the Tenants of the Mensal Lands of the Waterford See Estate, under the late 
Bishop, are still in Occupation of their respective Holdings, and have paid 
their respective Rents to this Board up to the last Gale Day. 

By the yearly Estimates, which the Incumbents of the respective Parishes 
were directed to make, for the Year commencing with Easter last, it appeared 
that large Sums of Money were required for the Repairs of Parochial Churches, 
owing, in a, considerable Degree as it would seem, to the Nonpayment in 
many Parishes of the Vestry Cess for One, Two, and, in some Cases, Three 
Years preceding the passing of the Church Temporalities . Act ; and as the 
Churches had in many Instances sustained such material Injuries as to render 
a greater Expenditure necessary than in ordinary Cases would suffice, the 
Commissioners did not feel themselves justified in incurring any considerable 
Expense under this Head, except indeed in Cases of extreme Urgency, without 
previously requiring the Incumbent of each Parish to answer certain Queries 
113 . B respecting 
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resnectine the Age, Condition, and State of Repair of his Church, the Accom- 
modation which it afforded, and whether he considered an Inspection by the 
Provincial Architect to be necessary in order to estimate the Expense requisite 
for nutting the Church into a State of complete and thorough Repair. A Copy 
of these Queries, as illustrative of the Information sought for on this Subject, 
we have directed to be appended to this Report. . , 

The Results of this Proceeding have been, that in 441 Cases the larochial 
Clergy have reported that an Inspection by the Provincial Architect would be 
either absolutely necessary or highly desirable ; and, ill all Cases where an 
Outlay of Money was reported to be necessary, the Commissioners availed 
themselves of tile professional Experience of the Architects, in the Exami- 
nation of the Estimates, previously to any Grant being made for Repairs. 

A considerable Time, however, must elapse before the Inspections can take 
place and a Specification of the necessary Repairs be furnished, so as to 
enable the Commissioners to act upon tile Reports of the Architects ; but they 
feel confident, that, however much it may be regretted that any Delay should 
take place in the Execution of these Repairs, the Regulations adopted by 
them will prove a Measure of Economy in the End, and afford greater Security 
to these Buildings in future. At the same Time they cannot lose sight of the 
Importance of not allowing any unnecessary Delay to occur respecting less 
extensive and indispensable Repairs, as far as the Resources at their immediate 
Command will justify ; and, with the view of duly appropriating their Funds 
to Repairs of a pressing Nature, the Commissioners must confine themselves 
for the present to keeping the Walls and the Roofs of Churches Proof against 
the Weather during the ensuing Winter, postponing until next Spring all 
further Repairs which may be required, in the Hope that by that lime they 
may have such Funds at their Command as will enable them no longer to 
delay so necessary a Work as the complete, thorough, and efficient Repair of 
Parochial Churches. 

The Severity of the Weather during the latter Part of the present Season 
has been the Means of obliging this Board to advance Monies to the Amount 
of .^1,15*2 Os. 3d. for the Purpose of executing extraordinary Repairs of 
Churches, the immediate Want of which became necessary by reason of 
accidental Injury or other unforeseen Events; and all such Repairs the Com- 
missioners have undertaken to provide for, on an Application, approved of by 
the Ordinary, from tile Incumbent or Officiating Minister of die I ansli. 

There lias been One Instance only of a malicious and wanton Injury done 
to a Church in which the Commissioners have been obliged to resort to that 
Provision in’ the Statute which enables them to obtain Compensation from the 
County in which tiie Church is situated, to be levied by Grand July 1 resent- 
ment* and they should have conceived it unnecessary to advert to this solitary 
Instance of malicious Injury, the Extent of which did not exceed *10, were 
it not from the Desire of furnishing in their Statement a full Report ot then- 
several Proceedings under the Act to your Excellency. . . 

With reference to providing for the Repairs of Churches, the Commissioners 
cannot but advert to the Proceedings which they have caused to be instituted, 
in the Name of the Archbishop of Cashel as Bishop of Waterford and Lisraore, 
in the Case of the Impropriate Tithes of'Caliir in the County of Tipperary and 
Diocese of Lisraore, compounded for the Sum of ^500, and which Iithes it 
would appear, having been formerly bequeathed for the Purpose of keeping in 
repair the Parochial Churches of this Diocese, were demised by the late Doctor 
Joseph Stock, when Bishop of Waterford, to the late Lord Calm- and others. 
An adverse Claim to these Tithes has been recently set up by the Earl of 
Glengall, which tire Commissioners have caused to be put into a Course of legal 
Investigation, as is above referred to. _ 

In connexion with the Subject of Churches the Commissioners cannot but 
express the Satisfaction they feel in having to report to your Excellency that 
many Applications have been made to them for Aid for the Erection or 
additional Churches, it appearing that the Accommodation at present sub- 
sisting in those Districts or Parishes from which tile Applications have been 
received are quite insufficient for rile Congregations of the Established Church ; 
and while the Commissioners have to mention that in many Cases the Parties 
have expressed their Willingness to contribute or cause to be contributed 
certain Proportions of the Expenses of' building, in some Cases amounting to, 
L 9 a ruth, 
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a Fifth, in some to a Half, and in others to Three Fourths of the Expenses 
requisite for the Purpose, they cannot but regret that as their Surplus Funds 
alone arc applicable to the Objects now under Consideration, they could hold out 
no immediate Prospect of the Applications in question being favourably enter- 
tained at the present. The Board have, however, given every Assurance in 
their Power, that as soon as there shall be any available Fund for such Purposes 
these Applications shall receive the earliest Consideration. And they are fully 
satisfied, from the Inquiries which have been made at this Office, that had they 
been enabled to hold out any present Encouragement to the building of 
Churches the Applications on this Subject would have been under such 
Circumstances far more numerous than those they have now to refer to. 

Very many Applications have, also been made from Incumbents of Parishes 
for Aid either to build Glebe Houses or to augment Poor Livings. These 
we also regret to say, from the Cause already mentioned with reference to our 
Surplus Funds, have met with no better Success. But however desirable it would 
he that Glebes and Residences should he provided for all the Parochial Clergy, 
as without, them their Utility and beneficial Influence, more particularly to 
poor Districts, are considerably diminished, yet the Commissioners have the 
less Cause of Regret, on this Subject than in the former, inasmuch as there is 
no Limit or Restraint placed by the Church Temporalities Act to the Laws 
previously in force for the Building or Improvement of Glebe Houses, but, on 
the contrary, it is specially provided that Incumbents may proceed under and 
according to the said Laws in the same Manner as if that Act had not been 
passed. 

Ami as regards the granting of Augmentations, although the Commissioners 
sec no immediate Means of effecting this most desirable Object out of their 
own Funds, yet as they have brought under the Notice of your Excellency 
and the Privy Council the Provision of the Statute relative to the Deaneries 
of Down ami Raphoc, in the former Case at the Instance of the Lord Chan- 
cellor, the said Act reciting that the now Deans of Down and Itaphoe are 
assenting Parties to such Arrangements being made as may to your Excellency 
and the Council seem fit. with respect to the disappropriating and disuniting 
any Rectory, Vicarage, Tithes, and Glebes, or Portions thereof, from and out of 
said 1 Jeaneties, and the uniting same to their respective. Vicarages or Perpetual 
or other Curacies, so as to form distinct Parishes or Benefices; and as Measmes 
have been taken by your Excellency and the Council to give effect to this 
Provision of the Statute, from and after the Periods stated in the Minutes of the 
Council Board; and as, when such Disappropriations shall have taken effect, 
the Regulations now in force, relative to Primate Boulter’s fund will preclude 
th<* Augmentation Salaries which had been theretofore payable to the 1 erpetual 
Curates established 'within the Parishes, now forming the Corps of these 
Deaneries, from being continued to them, and consequently the Salaries so paid 
heretofore will he at the Disposal of the Board to he granted to Incumbents o 
Poor Livings, in such Manner, and to such Extent, and under such Rules and 
Regulations, as are provided with reference to the Disposal of this Fund. 

In consequence, too, of the Demise of the late Archdeacon of Down he 
Commissioners have been given to understand that your Excellency and the 
Council have also made Arrangements to give effect to that 1 revision of the 
Statute, relative to the Perpetual Cures now erected within the 1 ans hes foim- 
ing the Corps of the Archdeaconry; and further, to disunite the 1 eipctual 




Boulter’s Fund, in the Manner already provided 



With respect to that Provision in the 116th Section of the Statute wind 
unifies the Commissioners to direct the Suspension of the APP»‘“ m f nt 
fferks to Benefices in the Patronage of His Majesty, or m the Coffaton ^ 



Presentation of any Ecclesiastical Dignitary or Corporation, and wiiicj 
shall appear by the Certificate of the Ordinary that Divine Woi ship had 
been celebrated for the Three Years preceding the 1 st February 
have to report to your Excellency that there have | ec0 ™ 
passing of the Act the following Benefices, Iuvc m all ; viz. the Vica.a^e of 
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Liscleary in the Diocese of Cork, the Vicarage of Carne, and the Rectory of 
Croghan in the Diocese of Kildare, the Rectory and Vicarage of Ardskeagh 
in the Diocese of Cloyne, and the Vicarage of Seskenan in the Diocese of 
Lismore, which came within the Operation and Effect of this Provision ; and as 
the Commissioners consider this to be a very important Provision in the 
Statute, we would beg leave to report, as well the Proceedings had in general 
with regard to it, as those in particular relating to the several Benefices in 
question. 

Each of the Archbishops and Bishops in Ireland was required, at the Com- 
mencement of the Proceedings of this Board, to furnish a List of the Benefices 
in their respective Dioceses in which Divine Worship had not been celebrated 
within the Period specified in the Statute, in order that, as these Benefices 
should become void, the Commissioners might have some Record in their 
Office which would justify them in calling for the special Certificate required 
of the Ordinary under the Act in each Case ; and as the aforesaid Benefices 
severally fell void an Application was accordingly made to the respective 
Diocesans, not merely for the required Certificate, but also for a full Statement, 
as pointed out in the 118th Section, of the several Particulars as to the Extent 
of each Benefice, its annual Value, the Amount of Population, the Number of 
Protestants residing within it, the Condition of the Church and Glebe House, 
if any, and the Quantity of Land belonging to each, in order that all the 
Circumstances bearing upon the Question might be taken into consideration 
at the same Time witli that of the Propriety of directing the Appointment of a 
Clerk to be suspended. In the Cases of the Benefices of Liscleary in the 
Diocese of Cork, and of Ardskeagh in that of Cloyne, as soon as this Board 
had formed an Intention of suspending the Appointment, due Notice of such 
Purpose was given to the Bishops of Cork and Cloyne, in whose Dioceses 
respectively these Benefices are situate, as also of the Time of the Meeting of 
the Commissioners to be held for the Purpose of carrying this Provision of the 
Act into effect, and the Attendance of their Lordships at such Meeting 
requested, in order that each of them respectively might be associated with the 
Commissioners in determining upon the Propriety of directing such Suspension 
as aforesaid, and voting upon all Questions relative thereto, as if he were a 
Commissioner. But in the Cases of the remaining Three Benefices such Notice 
was not necessary, as the Archbishop of Cashel and the Bishop of Kildare, in 
whose Dioceses they are respectively situate are Commissioners. 

Witli respect to the Particulars of Information obtained with reference to 
these Eive Benefices, all of which were collative, it appeared that the Churches 
in all of them were in lluins, that there was no Glebe House in any, and that 
the only Glebe Lands in them were Ten Acres in Carne and Four in 
Ardskeagh ; that there were no Protestants permanently residing in Carne 
or in Ardskeagh, while in Croghan there were only Nine, and in Liscleary 
and Seskenan about Thirty in each; and that the grqss Income of the Five 
Benefices amounted to the total Sum of about 13.9. 6d. per Annum. 

Under these Circumstances, therefore, the Commissioners, by Instruments 
under their Corporate Seal, directed that the Collation of Clerks to these 
Benefices should be suspended. And as the Circumstances of these Benefices 
did not, in our Judgment and in that of the respective Bishops, seem to require 
at present that the Proceeds thereof should, in any of the Cases, be applied to 
the building of their respective Churches and Glebe Houses, all the Tithes, 
Profits, and Emoluments thereunto belonging, and all Arrears thereof, will be 
payable into the general Fund of this Board. Nothing however has been as yet 
obtained from this Source of Revenue, inasmuch as the Tithe Composition 
Rent will not be payable till after the 1st of next November. 

In no Case did it appear that the spiritual Wants of any of these Benefices 
at present required that a distinct Curate or Officiating Minister should be 
specially licensed for the Performance of the Ecclesiastical Duties in One 
particular Parish alone, and consequently the Cure of Souls, and all and every 
the occasional Duties within the Benefices so remaining unfilled, have been 
committed to the Incumbents or Officiating Ministers of adjoining Parishes, 
who have been nominated and appointed by the respective Diocesans at 
Stipends varying from j£4 to a@%5 yearly. 

One of the most important Duties which has devolved upon the Commis- 
sioners has been the Ascertainment and Calculation of the Terms of Purchase 

of 
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of Perpetuities in their several Holdings, for the Tenants of Bishops and other 
Hole Ecclesiastical Corporations, who have made Application for that Purpose 
ill pursuance of the Provisions of the Statute. 

In order to facilitate, as far as possible, the Tenants of Church Lands in 
acquiring Perpetuities, the Commissioners prepared Forms for the several 
Notices, Requisitions, and Returns necessary in the Progress of the Pro- 
ceedings directed to be taken ; ami also Queries, to be answered both by tile 
Lessees and their Ecclesiastical Landlords; and these Forms being furnished, 
on Demand, to all Applicants for Purchase, have tended much to save Trouble 
ami Expense to the Tenants, and to enable the Commissioners to ascertain the 
Value of tiie respective Holdings according to tiie usual ami accustomed 
Mode of ascertaining ami estimating the sumo by Lite Ecclesiastical Landlords 
in whose Diocese, Dignity, or Promotion tiie Lands, were situate, and, upon 
this Basis to estimate ami compute tiie respective Values of tile Fee Simple 
anil Inheritance in such Iannis, subject to tiie Rent to lie reserved thereout in 
manner appointed iiy tint Act, and of tiie. Interest possessed by tiie respec- 
tive Tenants mnler their then subsisting Leases, and to determine and declare 
tiie Amount of Purchasu Money to lie paid by sucli Tenants for tiie Perpe- 
tuities to lie acquired by them under tiie Act. 

Previously to adopting the Principles of Calculation which appeared to the 
Hoard to lie conformable, with the Terms of the Statute, we sought for and 
obtained tiie Advice of His Majesty’s Attorney General upon every Point 
which appeared to us to involve the least Dilliculty; and, being tints fortified by 
tin; first legal ( Ipinion, we proceeded to compute tiie Terms of Purchase of the 
several Persons holding Church Lauds who had notified their being ready and 
willing tn purchase. Six of these Tenants have completed their Purchases, and 
One hundred ether Applications are now under Consideration, the Calculations 
in respect, of Twenty-nine of them have been made, ami the Remainder will be 
proceeded with as soon as Hie necessary Information shall have been obtained 
in reply to tiie Requisitions and Queries sent nut botli to Landlords and 
Tenants ; but this in most Cases involves considerable Delay. 

The t ‘ominissiuners are induced to hope that tiie terms of Purchase ascer- 
tained by t belli, and resulting from the Principles they have adopted, (which 
Principles have been sanctioned by the. Approbation ol tiie Law Office™ ot tile 
Crown,) will lie found so moderate, that most of the Lessees of Ecelesiasticid 
Landlords will see the great Benefit ol' availing themselves of the Provisions ot 
tiie Act to convert their insecure and uncertain Tenures into permanent 
and indefeasible Estates of Inheritance, by which their present actual Value 
will lie so much increased beyond the Aggregate of their previous Worth and 
Hie Purchase Money to lie. paid lor tiie Change ; and by means of winch such 
considerable Encouragement, is held out fur Improvement ol Uni respective 
Kslati's, and for tin*. Kxpemliluru of Capital, ns to lend to the J'^xpuctalion that 
even in this respect. the Ku admen is of the Statute may prove a great National 

Advantage. . . „ , 

Ami, in conclusion, wo beg leave to annex to tins our Report an Account ol 
all Receipts and Disbursements during the Period aforesaid, distinguishing the 
specific Sources from which nil Monies have been derived, ami the Amount ot 
each Source, with mi Account of the specific Purposes to which tiie Receipts 
have been applied. 



All which is humbly submitted to your Excellency s Consideration. 

It” DUBLIN. 

It. CASHEL. 
FRANC. SADLEIR. 
JOHN C. KECK. 
W M C. QUIN. 



ij, Kildare .Street, 
August 0,1884. 



Entered on tiie Minutes, 

J. Wilson, Secretary. 



113 . 
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No. 1. — The Account to which the foregoing Report refers. 



(By the Ecclesiastical Commissioners for Ireland.) 

An ACCOUNT of all their Receipts and Disbursements for One Year ending the 1st Day of August 18S4; distinguishing the specific Sources from which all Monies have been 
derived, and showing the Total Amount derived from each Source, and the specific Purposes to which the Receipts have been applied. 



Funds derived from the late Board of First Fruits ; vii 
Cash Balance transferred to the Ecclesiastical 
Commissioners - 

Produce on account of the Sale of j£7 ,000 
New 3| per Cent. Government Stock 
Cash advanced by the late Board of First Fruits' 
for building a Church at Taiighbovoe, and 
returned by the Lord Bishop of Raphoc 
One Year's Interest on Stock to Sth April 1834 
First Fruits and Fees (Arrears of) 

Church Loan Instalments levied previously to the ps 
Glebe House Loao Instalments 
Waterford and Lisinore See Estates - - - 

Clonfert See Estate ------ 

Cash returned by the Clergy unapplied 
Cash returned by the Clergy for printed Forms sold in the 1 
Office connected with Perpetuity Purchase Fund - - J 

Perpetuity Purchase Fund - 



Amount of Money advanced by Government to pay Arrears oft I 
Vestry Cess which were due previously to the Establishment of Jj 



lug of the Act j 



68,728 l< 



DISBURSEMENTS. 



Advances for building Churches engaged for by the \ g 
late Board of First Fruits - - -S ' 

the late Board of First Fruits - 
Advance for Purchase of Glebe engaged for by the | 



late Board of First Fruits 



^paid out of the Gcoeral Fund - • 



Salaries and Incidents 



Paid Arrears of Vestry Cess which were due pre- 1 gg jgg jq y 
viouslyto Easter 1834 - - ' 

Deduct Sums returned out of Vestry Cess | 2 gg 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




C 11 ) 

No «— Quotum referred to in tin: foregoing Retort respecting the Aok, 
Condition, and State of Rut-Ants, &c. of CnoRcnwt. 

Oflico of Ecclesiastical ( Inmnussiouers for Ireland, 
M Kir, , B. Kibl.ro .Slrml. 

1 um directed hy tin: Kcdcsinsticul Commissioners lor Ireland to transmit, tin* uccompuuy- 
in.f (Queries respecting your Clmrcli, and to request that you will have the. Goodness to 
return Answers to as many of them as you can, with the least possible Delay, as they have 
no Doubt, that you will see the. Importance of having the requisite. Repairs executed during 
tin: present Season, in order that the Church may he. in u Suite of perlcet Repair before 



Winter. 



I have the Honour to be, 

Your obedient humble Servant, 

(Signed) James W ii.ho . v, Secretary. 



Diocese of 



Church of • 



Rost Town of the Clergyman - 



7 . 

8 . 

0. 

10 . 

11. 

12 . 

lit. 

II. 

1ft. 

l(>. 

17 . 

18 . 
10 . 

?><>. 
a 1. 



Queuiks. 

Is the Church nntiont or modern ? If modern, when it was built? 
Has the Church been ever enlarged ? and if so, when '•* 

Has it a Tower ? Has it a Spire ? Is there a Belfry ? 

Has it a Bell ? 

In what State, is the Timber of the Roof? 

lias the Roof received any Repairs? if so, to what Extent, and 1 
at what Eer’iod ? .1 

Wlmt Description of Slates is it covered with, and what State 1 
of Repair is the Slating in ? ‘ 

In what State are the Walls of the Church? Have , - 
or Settlements, and if so, are they materially injurious? 

Iu what Stale are the. Walls of the 'Rower ? 

Is the 'Rower covered with Slates or Lead, and in what State of! 

Repair is it? ^ .1 

In what State are the Lofts or Floors in the 'Rower ? 

Are the Sashes and Frames of Wood or Metal, and in what. 1 
Stale are they ? .1 

Are tin* Walls of the Cl lurch studded ? 

Is (lie Flustering *»n the Walls »nd Ceiling in good Repair? 

Is the Floor of tin* Church sound or not ? 

Is the Flagging in good Repair? 

Aw: the Pews, &<*., iu good Repair? 

Is there a Vestry Room, and what State of Repair is it. in ? 
When was the Interior of the Church painted, and iu wlmt “I 
State is it now? J 

Does the Exterior require painting? 

Is the. Church warmed? and if so, is it by Stoves or hire- I 
places ? ..... ’ 

Has the Church sufficient Ventilation? 

What Number of Persons is the (irmmd Floor of the Church 
capable of accommodating ? 

1 his the Church a Gallery? if so, what Number will it contain, 
and wlmt. State of Repair is it in ? 

What may he the Number of Protestant Inhabitants witlun tlift 
Parish or Union ? 

Does the Church afford sufficient Accommodation for the 
Inhabitants of the Parish or Union who are Members of tlm 
Established Church ? 
iiow 

the Parishes composing . . 

is it conveniently situate with respect to the Majority or 
the Inhabitants who are Members of the Established (Juircli ? 
Is there a Gravel Walk round the Church, close to its Walls ; 
is then! any thing else to prevent Corpses being buried 
dose to its Walls? .... .. T , 

How is the Churchyard enclosed, and m what btale ol Repair 
is the Enclosure ? 

Are the Gates of the Enclosure of Wood or Iron ? 

Is the Churchyard a Burying Ground ? 

Is there any Burying Ground in the Parish or Union not I 
immediately m!]iuniiig the Church? if so, with wlmt Kind of ' 
Fence is it enclosed, and at. whose Expense hits such fence 
been heretofore kept in repair, and is it a general Burying 
Ground? 



ilublished Church ? 

v is the Church situate with respect to the Parish, or to 
b Parishes composing the Union ? Is it central, or, if not,^ 
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. * ' Queries. 

33. Are there any Sewers round the outside Walls of the Church, 

or are they required ? 

34. *Are the outside Walls dashed or plastered, and what is their 
■ present State ? 

35. In case that Repairs are requisite, do you conceive that an 
' Inspection by the Provincial Architect would be advisable ? 
3G. What, in your own Judgment, will be the probable Expense, 

and what the Nature, of the Repairs required ? 

Observations. 



To the Rev. 

Signature. 

• Date. 
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